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town of Sus, and lived there for some time with honour
and dignity. From Sus they afterwards travelled to Anta-
qiah, the governors of which city adopted Fithaghorath as
their son, and entrusted him to a tutor, who instructed
him in the science of language, the humanities, and music.
When he had attained the age of discretion, he was sent
to Malitun^ who was one of the greatest philosophers, and
he remained with him till his thirtieth year, to study
geometry and astronomy. When he had attained pro-
ficiency in these sciences, he followed his impulse to study
philosophy, in the pursuit whereof he travelled to many
cities. Having gone to Egypt, he cultivated intercourse
with the priests of that country, and zealously applied him-
self to the study of various philosophical problems. From
the said priests he learnt also three different kinds of
writing, namely, the usual characters, those of the priests,
and of the kings. At last he intended to become a guide
to mankind, admonished people to abstain from sin and
wickedness, and from believing in superstitions. When he
again returned to Sus the citizens prepared a handsome
school-house for him, and so diligently attended his lec-
tures that they became in a short time noted for their
proficiency in the science of philosophy. All classes, the
poor and the rich, simple and gentle, the young and the
old, profited by his instruction, and hastened from the
quicksands of wickedness to the shores of safety. Most of
the kings who reigned in the adjoining countries paid him
visits, and he was so prolific a writer that he is said to
have composed more than two hundred and eighty dif-
ferent works on various scientific subjects.

Towards the close of his life he had to undertake
journeys to various places, and when he reached any city?
he alighted at the mansion of some grandee, where crowds
assembled to welcome him. On a certain occasion an in-
dividual of high lineage, and distinguished above his peers
by his great wealth, made his appearance in an assembly,
and began, according to the custom of fools, to praise his
own self, committing also various other breaches of civility.